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Facilitated by Houston Wilderness, the Gulf-Houston
Regional Conservation Plan (GulfHoustonRCP.org) is a
long-term collaborative of environmental, business, and
governmental entities working together to implement an
ecosystem continuity and connectivity plan for the Gulf-
Houston region through implementation of three key 24% nature-based infrastructure is needed by 2040

27% is currently developed land-use

14.7% is currently preserved nature-based
infrastructure

40% is available undeveloped land

goals for enhanced resilience and online GIS-based
database of Working List and Funded Environmental Projects in the 8-county region through the Houston
Wilderness and Gulf-Houston RCP websites.
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Harris 1,103,836 B2 [673.038] 13554 [215.018) 2.4% [26.473) 166 5 (153,251
Mantgomery 689,220 294 [193,167) 10035 [74.514) 0.025 [145] .23 [415,094]
Fart Bend 558,735 26 [145,142) 5.6% [31,550) 13,45 (74.549) 55.0% [307,138]
Liberty THE.803 T 1530001 .05 (60.535) 1. 72 [68,056) T3.2% [B51L027)
e aller 327,852 Tt (371161 T (25.098) 9,754 (31.205] 7133 [233.733)
Galvestan 247,534 3654 (88,405 22,8 (56.561) 0422 [545) 113 [101,682)
Erazaria 893,083 1554 (137.97E] 2105 (187,113 8.d2 (74, 735] 55,25 [493.197)
Chambers 385,724 T [28.183) 20.85 (80, 32d] 30.8% (M8.857 41124 [158,365)

Total RCP 8 counties 4,958,857 27.6% (1,368, 177) | M.7 [731,075) | 8.4 [416058) | 49.3% (2443548)

Total Land Cover 8 counties [Acres] 4. 958,857
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e Economic: Investing in long-term undeveloped
nature-based infrastructure (NBI) is a critical part of
long-term protection of the region's residents, businesses and wildlife. Over $185 million in land acquisition
projects have been funded since 2013, mainly from RESTORE funds, federal/state agency grants and public
bonds. Miles of marsh and living shorelines reduce inland storm surge. Nature-based stabilization techniques
provide space for flood control, better air/water quality, green space, large-scale tree planting and carbon
sequestration.

e Ecological: Increasing protected/preserved NBI enhances ecosystem services critical to our region’s resilience
like flood mitigation and carbon sequestration. Annual increases in carbon sequestration could provide offsets
of as much as 27 million tons of carbon annually from the atmosphere in our region.

e Social: Large parts of our region’s conserved lands serve multiple purposes as flood control and riparian buffer
areas with parks, beaches, hike & bike trails, eco-tourism, fishing, kayaking and other outdoor activities.
Protecting 24% in targeted nature-based infrastructure provides as much as 700,000 acres in additional green
space in our region.

RCP’s OVERLAP WITH RESILIENT HOUSTON PLAN

In early 2020, the City of Houston initiated its Resilient Houston Plan - a
framework for collective action
RESILIENT HOUSTON that links existing efforts with
new ones to protect Houston
against future disasters—from
hurricanes and flooding to
extreme heat waves—and
chronic stresses such as aging
infrastructure, poor air quality,
and climate change. The
strategy frames five key Visions
for Houston’s future along with
18 goals and 62 actions
describing the path forward,
timeframe, partners,
implementation opportunities, and
corresponding U.N. Sustainable Development Goals. Resilient Houston was
forged during an 18-month process in collaboration with local
stakeholders and regional, national and global partners and the Gulf-
Houston RCP’s three key goals overlaps with three key goals of the
Resilient Houston Plan:

Chapter 2: Safe & Equitable Neighborhoods — Goal 6: Plant 4.6 million
new native trees by 2030.

Chapter 4: Accessible & Adaptive City — Goal 11: 100 new green
stormwater infrastructure projects by 2025

Chapter 5: Innovative & Integrated Region — Goal 16: Conserve 24% of undeveloped regional lands as natural
spaces by 2040
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